
QUEEN LATIFAH 
Hip-hop is a fairly new musical style that continues to evolve and 

change. One of the first female hip-hop artists to come into 

the spotlight Was Queen Latifah, a New Jersey native with a 

strong personality, a positive message, and a lot to say. This 

award-winning performer has succeeded in many aspects of 
A 

entertaining, including music, television, and movies. 

Oei s 

aft 

Born Dana Owens in 1970, she was given her nickname "Latifah," an Arabic word 

6 
meaning "gentle" or "kind," by her cousin when she was a young child. Her musical 

debut occurred when she was in high school, where she performed in the school's 

production of the musical The Wiz. This time also marked the beginning of her hip-hop 

career—she began rapping in a group called Ladies Fresh. In addition to rapping, Ladies 

Fresh gave Latifah the opportunity to beatbox, which is a form of vocal percussion. She 

recorded a demo of her music in college, and was soon given a record deal. 

• ›-
When she was only 19 years old, Latifah released her fi rst album to positive reviews and 

excellent sales. In addition to hip-hop music, the album also contained influences of other 

music styles, including R&B and reggae. Her success led to the release of a second and third 

hip-hop album, the last of which won a Grammy Award for her outstanding rap performance. 

Latifah became very popular for the positive messages in her music, which often talked about 

HIP-HOP 
Hip-Hop music is a music style developed primarily in African American communities. 
It is described as spoken or chanted lyrics with a strong rhythmic accompaniment. 

From The Pavarotti Code, published by Heritage Music Press. Original purchaser may reproduce this page for classroom use. This is a non-translerrahle license. 19 



the strength and independence of black women. Now considered a powerful female force in 
6 

hip-hop music, Latifah successfully paved the way for up-and-coming female hip-hop artists. 

In addition to her thriving music career, Latifah was in the process of making a name for 

herself in the world of acting. By the time her third album was released, she had appeared 

in several movies and television shows. In 1993, she was cast in the popular TV series 

Living Single, which ran until 1997. After the series ended, Latifah released her fourth hip-

hop album and began hosting her own daytime talk show called The Queen Latifah Show. In 

2002, Latifah was cast as Mama Morton in the movie version of the musical Chicago, a 
A 

performance that earned her Oscar, Golden Globe, and Screen Actors Guild Award 
r7, 

nominations. Latifah went on to star in a variety of movies, including comedies such as 
it 

Beauty Shop and Bringing Down the House, dramas, musicals, and even children's movies. 

6 
In 2004, Latifah released an album that was unlike any other she had recorded. The Dana 

Owens Album was a collection of covered songs in styles ranging from disco to classic 

jazz. This album highlighted her singing abilities instead of her rapping techniques, and 
A 

was met with great success. Her follow-up album in 2007 was made in a similar style, 

and featured guest appearances by several great performers of the time. 

›-
This multi-talented artist is still going strong. Latifah continues to sing, rap, dance, act, 

11111f 

and appear on television. Her warm personality and charismatic performances draw in 
A 

audiences, and her Tine of diverse projects leaves no doubt about her star quality. Latifah 

opened the door for many artists in hip-hop music, and she will surely continue to do so 

through the rest of her career. 
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Questions 
It's time for a musical scavenger hunt! Each musical symbol in this article is the clue to 
discovering new facts about Queen Latifah. Can you follow the symbols through the 
whole article to learn the answers? And while you're at it, can you identify the job of each 
of these musical signs? 

>- 1, 0 A # 
(Hint: What name did Queen Latifah's parents give their daughter?  Dana 

I . In what city in New Jersey was Latifah born? 

2. To whom did Latifah dedicate her third album? (2 words) 

3. What was Queen Latifah's mother's job? (2 words) 

t2 

4. Latifah guest starred on which other hip-hop artist's TV show? (2 words) 
• 

5. Latifah was the fi rst female rapper to be nominated for what major award? 

6. What accessory did Latifah often wear in her early days as a rapper? 

-11111r 

7. Queen Latifah is the fi rst hip-hop artist to have her own on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. A 

8. What sport did Latifah play in high school? 
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MUSIC OF ASIA 8 

The music of China and the music of Japan are similar in many ways. In both countries, 
music is tied closely to dance and drama. The opera is important in both China and Japan. 

The major instruments are similar, too. The zither — a stringed instrument played by 
plucking the strings with fingers of both hands — is important to both China and Japan. In 
China, the most common zither is called the ch'in. Japanese musicians play a large zither 
with 13 strings called a koto. The lute, another type of stringed instrument, also is found in 
both China and Japan. Wind instruments in both countries include the oboe and the flute. 
Drums and gongs are the important percussion instruments. 

Chinese music goes back at least 3,000 years. Because China is a large and very old 
country, there are many different styles of Chinese music. Chinese music has, since about 
the 5th century A.D., had a major influence on Japanese music. As is the case in China, 
there are many different styles of music in Japan. Like China, Japan is known for using music 
in dramatic performances. In addition to the opera, Japanese dramatic music is important in 
puppet theaters. In this century, musicians in Asia, especially in Japan, have been playing 
the works of major European composers. 

Directions: Find the words listed below in the word search puzzle. Words may be spelled 
left to right, right to left, top to bottom, bottom to top, and slanted in all directions. Use a 
pencil to darken each letter in every word. Then place the unused letters in the blanks at the 
bottom. Be sure to bring the letters down in order, left to right, line by line, from top to 
bottom. 

CHINA WIND DRAMA PLUCK PUPPET 
DRUMS MUSIC JAPAN FLUTE DANCE 
STRING THEATERS GONG STYLES OPERA 
OBOE KOTO ZITHER LUTE PERCUSSION 

P E RCUSS I ONE TU L S 

CR E HT I ZOANWI NDR 

O HGONGT SA I A ECD E 

AB I NZO I PT R TA I AT 

H EONK RAF E U LMSNA 

U T E EAJOP L BOAUCE 

PUP P E TOF E DR RME H 

DRUMS KCU L PUDMGT 

O S E LYTSGN I R TSNG 

Important instruments that to _ 

Are the_  

, and  

  music belong 
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MUSIC OF INDIA 

Certain forms of Indian music go back thousands of years, 
making them among the oldest forms of music still in existence 
i.oday. Indian music sounds strange to people who have been 
raised in Europe or America. One reason for this is that Indian 
music divides the musical scale into many more steps, each of 
which is much smaller than the semitones in the Western scale. To 
an American first listening to Indian music, it seems as though the 
music is made up of ordinary notes played slightly out of tune. But 
that is not the case. Indian music is very precise. 

The basic unit in Indian music is the raga. The raga is a pattern of notes that has a special 
meaning. Each raga relates to a particular season, time of day, and mood or emotion. There 
are thousands of ragas that have been created over the centuries, but most composers use 
only a small number of them. It is extremely important to use an appropriate raga. 

An Indian composer is also the performer. He creates as he plays, exploring a mood with 
the appropriate ragas. The raga gives the composition its melody. There is very little 
harmony in Indian music, just a sort of continuous background to the melody. As the 
composer-player explores the mood, he improvises. He may never write down his composi-
tion as Western composers do. 

There are four major groups of Indian instruments: Tata (strings like the sitar, a long-
necked lute), susira (winds), ghana (drums), and avanaddha (percussion: gongs, bells, 
cymbals). 

Directions: Fill in the missing letter or word to complete each sentence below. Then 
complete the poem in bold by placing each numbered letter on the blank with the same 
number. 

1. Music in India is very  
1 2 3 

2. In India, the composer is also the 

3. The 

4.  
6 7 

5 

4 

  is a long-necked stringed instrument played by musicians in India. 

  are Indian drums. 

A is chosen for a special   — To express a mood, a 
1 5 6 5 1 2 5 3 4 7 

time, or a 
3 2 5 3 4 7 

• 
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MUSIC OF THE MIDDLE EAST s ,o 
The Middle East is the birthplace of three great religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Much Middle 

Eastern music is closely tied to religion. Chanting, hymns, and other religious uses of music are still central to 
the music of the Middle East. 

In Islamic countries of the Middle East, improvisation (creating music while performing) is very important. 
Musical performances usually blend composed music with improvised music. As in all improvised music, 
Islamic music emphasizes rhythm. 

The most popular instrument in Islamic music is the 'ud, a short-necked lute. Other major stringed 
instruments include the tunbur, a long-necked lute; the rabab, a two-stringed fiddle; and the santur, a 
36-string dulcimer played with sticks. Winds include the nay, a flute, and the miiwiz, a double clarinet. 
Percussion instruments are very important. They include the zil, or finger cymbals; nugayrat, kettle drums; 
and tar, tambourine. 

In recent years, the Islamic countries of the Middle East have come into greater contact with Europe and 
the United States. As a result, Islamic music is becoming more Western. Not only are Western instruments 
played in these countries, but also new styles, like rock and jazz, are heard. 

Israel is linked more closely to Western music because many of its settlers came from Europe. Israel has 
several music schools and major orchestras. In addition to Western classical music, Hebrew songs and 
dances play an important role in Israeli life. 

Directions: Find the words listed below in the word search puzzle. Words may be spelled left to right, right 
to left, top to bottom, bottom to top, and slanted in all directions. Use a pencil to darken each letter in every 
word. Then place the unused letters in the blanks at the bottom. Be sure to bring the letters down in order, 
left to right, line by line, from top to bottom. 

MIDDLE ISRAEL CHANTING SANTUR TUNBUR 
EAST HEBREW HYMNS NAY RABAB 
RELIGIONS SONGS EUROPE MIJWIZ NUGAYRAT 
JUDAISM RHYTHM DANCES ZIL LUTE 
CHRISTIANITY WESTERN JAZZ TAR DRUM 
ISLAM ROCK IMPROVISATION PERCUSSION 

R E NUGAY R A T NMC L N 
CM I DD L E R I GA I HHO 
I H E I S D ROONY J A E I 
R E R U SAAASC I WNB T 
E SA I R R NNB L K I T RA 
L I AS SOA T CAMZ I E S 
I S S J T T P E U E BMNW I 
GGU L Z D I E L R S HGSV 
I N I AA I SAMC T T HNO 
OOR I SML T N I AY EMR 
NSAR U BNU T I R H T Y P 
SWE S T E RNN I T R UHM 
J UDA I SMZ ZA J Y L T I 
P E R CU S S I ONYMU R D 

The Middle East is the birthplace of three great 

 , and  
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MUSIC OF AFRICA 11 

Music in Africa almost always is accompanied by dancing. There are 
rock paintings in Africa more than 6,000 years old that show dancers 
and a horn-playing musician. Later paintings in the tombs of the 
Egyptian pharoahs show singers, dancers, and musicians playing 
harps, flutes, and clarinets. 

Africa is a very large continent, and many different musical styles 
have developed there. The Sahara Desert is an important dividing 
point in terms of musical styles. From the Sahara north to the Mediter-
ranean Sea, African music is much like the music of the Middle East. 
South of the Sahara, the music has the strong rhythms that we usually 
think of when we talk about African music. 

Not surprisingly, percussion instruments play a major role in Sub-Saharan African music. 
Drums are very important. Skilled drummers in West Africa can change the pitch of their 
drums, making their instruments sound like human speech. The slit-gong does much the 
same thing. A section of log that has been hollowed out through a slit in the surface, the 
slit-gong is played by striking the lips of the slit at different points. The pitch varies with the 
thickness of the wood at the point struck. Other percussion instruments include rattles and 
scrapers. 

Africans also play stringed instruments, but wind instruments are used less than percus-
sion and stringed instruments. The most important instrument in African music is, however, 
the human voice. Rarely is African music played without someone singing. 

Directions: The word "Sahara" can help you fill in some facts about the music of Africa. 

1.  -gong can vary in pitch. 

2. Music in North Africa is like that of the A  
Middle  

3. Cave paintings show African musicians 
playing  

4. The   voice is very important 
in African music. 

5. Important instrument in Sub-Saharan music 

6. Cave paintings show African people  
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MUSIC OF EUROPE 

The music of Europe, also called Western music, goes back 
many centuries. Because it goes back so far, Western music is 
divided into time periods. The major divisions are the Renais-
sance, the Baroque, the Classical, the Romantic, and the Modern 
periods. 

In the Renaissance, 1450 to 1600, most music was religious. A 
new type of religious song, the chorale, was invented, and many 
hymns were written. A nonreligious musical invention was the 
madrigal, a song sung in parts usually without accompaniment. 

In the Baroque period, 1600-1750, composers began adding complicated harmonies. 
Major musical inventions included the opera, oratorio, sonata, concerto, and fugue. Two 
major Baroque composers were George Frideric Handel and Johann Sebastian Bach. 

The Classical period, 1750-1825, saw the development of many musical forms, the most 
important being the symphony. Music of the Classical period emphasized orderliness and 
dignity. This was the period of some of the greatest composers, including Franz Joseph 
Haydn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and Ludwig van Beethoven. 

Beethoven's music, with its highly emotional approach, led to the Romantic period 
(1825-1900). The art song, or Lied, was an invention of this period. Major Romantic 
composers included Franz Schubert, Johannes Brahms, and Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky. 

In the Modern period, the years since 1900, composers have been experimenting with 
many different styles. Composers of the Modern period include Bela Bartok, Igor Stravinsky, 
Dmitri Shostakovich, and Benjamin Britten. 

Directions: Unscramble the words below. A clue is given to help you figure out each 
scrambled word. Then place the numbered letters on the blanks at the bottom. Be sure to 
place every numbered letter on the blank with the matching number. 
1. IGLUESORI (main type of music in Renaissance) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

2. SHAREMONI (complicated   were added during Baroque period) 

7 8 9 

3. CRAMTONI (period of highly emotional music) 

4. DELI (art song) 
12 

5. QUABORE (period in which Handel and Bach composed) 
13 

Western Music Time Periods 
1450-1600: 

1 2 9 7 4 6 6 7 9 11 2 

1600-1750:  
13 7 1 5 14 15 2 

1750-1825: 
11 3 7 6 6 4 11 7 3 

1825-1900: 
1 5 8 7 9 10 4 11 

Since 1900:  
8 5 12 2 1 9 

10 11 

14 15 
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MUSIC OF NATIVE AMERICANS 
L36 5 

13 

Native American music consists largely of songs. Each song has a 
purpose. Native Americans do not sing to entertain others. They sing 
to ask their spirits for help or to give thanks to their spirits for 
something good that has happened. They also sing story songs to 
remember great deeds, and they sing lullabies. 

Seldom does a native American sit down and compose a song. 
Rather, songs come in dreams. Each song is a gift from the spirits, and 
it belongs only to the person who received it in a dream. No one else 
may sing the song without the owner's permission. When a song is 
sung, it must be done without a mistake. An error is an insult to the 
spirits. The singer must stop and then start over again at the beginning 
of the song. 

Native American instruments include drums, rattles, and winds. Tom-toms are small 
handheld drums. They are made by stretching a buffalo or deer hide tightly across an open 
circle of wood. War drums can be huge. A war drum is made from a large section of tree 
trunk with the middle hollowed out and animal skin stretched across one or both sides. The 
largest war drums may be placed over pits in the ground to make them even louder. 

Most rattles are dried gourds with small stones or other objects inside. Winds are basically 
flutes and whistles. 

Directions: Fill in the missing word to complete each sentence below. Then place the 
circled letters on the blanks at the bottom of the page. Be sure to put every circled letter on 
the blank with the number that matches the number of the sentence. 

1. Native Americans sing stoAsongs to remember great deeds, and they sing 

L ) 

2. Native American songs usually come in dreams; seldom are they 

3. Drums are made by stretching animal tightly across an open circle of 
wood. 

4. Most rattles are dried _ with stones inside. 

5. Native American wind instruments are basically whistles and 0_ _ 
The main purpose of Native American music is to communicate with the 

1 2 3 4 3 5 1 • 
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MUSIC OF LATIN AMERICA 
LOets 4

Music played an important role in the lives of Central and South 
American natives long before Columbus arrived. These peoples 
had no stringed instruments, but they did have flutes and other 
wind instruments as well as drums. Songs were used to pass tales 
of great deeds and events from one generation to another. 

After the Spanish and Portuguese conquered Latin America, 
music there became much more European. Natives were trained 
to master the guitar and other European instruments and to play 
Spanish and Portuguese music. 

The first true Latin American music was folk music. Folk singers and instrumentalists 
combined European music with the native styles. In areas where blacks had been brought in 
as slaves, African rhythms and melodies were blended in as well. 

In the 1800s, Latin Americans created new dances by combining European styles (like the 
waltz and the polka) with native dances. Two examples of these new dances were the tango 
and the habanera. In the 1900s, classical composers such as Brazil's Hector Villa-Lobos used 
Latin American dance styles in their work. 

Dances have been important in popular music, too. The rumba comes from Cuba, and the 
samba comes from Brazil. Both show the impact of African music on Latin American dances. 
Reggae and calypso, from the Caribbean islands, show the same influence in vocal music. 

Directions: Use facts about Latin American music to fill in the crossword puzzle below. 
Across Down 

1. Before Columbus there were no  
instruments in Latin America. 

3   rhythms and melodies came to 
Latin America with the slaves. 

5. Popular Cuban dance 
7. Country of Hector Villa-Lobos 
8. Type of vocal music in Caribbean 

2 

2. The   was a European instrument 
mastered by natives in Latin America. 

4. Brazilian dance 
6. Dance that blended European and native 

dances 

III 444 444 $ 1%.

4:

t01 

II"I 1.14 
4 

5 
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6 

44 1.41•411 6 
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MUSIC OF THE UNITED STATES 

American music is a combination of the music from many lands, 
especially the countries of Europe and Africa. Back in the 1600s 
and 1700s, people from England, Scotland, Ireland, France, and 
Germany brought their folk songs and dances to America. Over 
time, these songs and dances changed to become more American 
than European pieces of music. 

One of the first important composers in the United States was 
Stephen Foster who wrote "Oh! Susannah," "Camptown Races," 
"My Old Kentucky Home," and "Old Black Joe." Yet the first truly 
American music was developed by black musicians in the South. 
They blended elements of African music with elements from the European songs and 
dances. The result of this blending became known as "blues," "ragtime," and later "jazz." 

The first major American composer to make use of this Afro-American music was George 
Gershwin. Gershwin's Rhapsody in Blue and his opera Porgy and Bess showed how popular 
this music had become. Gershwin was also a pioneer in an American theatrical invention: 
the musical. Other major Americans who wrote musicals include Jerome Kern, Cole Porter, 
Irving Berlin, Richard Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein, Leonard Bernstein, and Stephen 
Sondheim. 

Since the 1950s, the best-known form of American music has been rock. It began as a 
blend of black rhythm and blues with white country and western styles. It has developed 
many different forms over the years. 

Directions: Fill in the missing word to complete each sentence below. Then complete the 
sentence in bold by placing each numbered letter on the blank with the same number. 

1. People from Europe brought their songs and dances to America. 
1 2 

2. Stephen Foster was one of the first important    in the United 
3 4 5 

States. 

3. The first truly American music was developed by black   in 
6 7 

the South. 

4. Gershwin wrote     in Blue. 
8 9 

American music combines elements of music from 

and  
5 6 8 2 4 5 9 1 8 7 3 9 
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